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ABOUT THE CLASS 
This is a beginning ceramics-pottery class for students who are interested in acquiring 
knowledge and skills in clay.  Students will be introduced to all basic aspects of sculptural and 
functional pottery. Disclaimer- I’ve never taught a ceramics class during a pandemic, so certain 
things are subject to change. I’m not sure how this class will function if/when we switch to 
eLearning. We will cross that bridge when we come to it. Please be patient and understanding. 

COURSE OUTCOMES: 
● Understand the procedures of working with clay 
● Understand the process of pinch pot method 
● Understand the process of coil pot method 
● Understand the process of slab method 
● Understand how to use ceramic tools properly. 
● Understand what glazing is and how to use glazes appropriately 
● Understand the process kiln firing 
● Understand the basic elements and principles of design in creating a 3-D object  
● Produce decorative and functional ceramic pieces utilizing the understanding of Art 

Theory 
● Understand and use art vocabulary pertaining to ceramics media 

POLICIES 
Refer to the attendance and school-wide discipline policies on the Westside website. Missed 
assignments and instructions can be found in Google Classroom or by emailing me. Missing 
class is not an excuse for not getting the work done. The grading policy can also be found 
on the webpage. Students are allowed to use Chromebooks as deemed necessary by the 
lesson.  

CELLPHONES (specific to my class only!) 
Clay and cell phones do not mix. Ask me how I know. 

MATERIALS 
Ceramics classes typically involve a lot of sharing materials and clay. This year will be 
different. You will be given pre-portioned, weighted bags of clay that you must keep track of. 
You will not be able to share your clay with others. 
 



You will have your own tool kit. Your clay tools will also be yours and yours alone. You will 
be given a Pottery Supply Kit handout where you will be asked to draw and label the tools 
you are given. You must keep track of these tools all semester.  

 

**The art fee as per school policy is $5. If you are on free or reduced lunch you are 
exempt. Make checks out to Westside High School.** 

 

EXPECT TO LEARN: 

Hand Building Techniques 

    1. Pinching 

    2. Coiling 

    3. Slab construction 

    4. Sculpture 

Basic Ceramic History 

    1. Pre-historic ceramics 

    2. Early firing techniques and the evolution of kin design 

    3. South Carolina ceramic history 

    4. Modern ceramic studio art 

Studio and Facilities Maintenance  

    1. Cleanliness of classroom and related areas 

    2. Management of in-process work 

    3. Maintenance of personal and community tools 

*Please note that this is not a pottery class and we will not have any instruction on using a 
pottery wheel 

CONTACT ME 
On the Westside homepage locate Eberhard. This will send you to Planbook.edu where you can 
see lesson plans, homework, and assignments. But I don’t update that so just check Classroom. 

Email me at christinaeberhard@anderson5.net  or text/call (864) 625-3812 during 
hours when normal humans are awake 



 

 
 


